
 

If you have any questions about testing, please reach out to your School Nurse: 

SMK- Jennifer Knight, 413-967-6236, jknight@ware.k12.ma.us 

WMS Monique Hegarty, 413-967-6903, mhegarty@ware.k12.ma.us 

WJSHS- Jaime Miner, 413-967-6234, jminer@ware.k12.ma.us 

Ware Public Schools 

Q & A for Asymptomatic Pooled Testing 
 

 1. How is the test sample collected? 

 It is a self, anterior nasal swab.  Cotton swab, 3x around each nostril.  Young students in 

Preschool, Kindergarten and Grade One will be swabbed by a school nurse.  This is NOT an 

invasive swab. 
 

 2. Should individuals who have previously tested positive for COVID-19 be included in pools? 

 Individuals who have previously tested positive in the past 90 days should not test.  After 90 days, 

you should be included again in the pools. (Please note that guidance on this point will soon be 

revised from 90 to 180 days after a positive individual test result). 
 

 3. As individuals are vaccinated, should they be included in pools? 

 Yes, vaccinated individuals should still be included in pooled testing. 
 

 4. How long will it take to receive pooled test results? 

 In most cases, it will take about 24 hours to receive pooled test results.  As a reminder, students do 

not need to quarantine while awaiting pooled test results and should be in school unless they 

become symptomatic. 
 

 5. How will parents be notified of pooled results? 

 You will receive an individual notification if your child is in a positive pool. 
 

 6. What will this pooled test tell me? 

 This test will confirm whether or not someone in a pool group is currently infected with 

COVID-19. 
 

 ○ Positive - If a pool result is positive, it is important that all pool group members are 

individually retested immediately. 

 When you are notified by the School Nurse that your child is in a positive pool, we will 

arrange follow up testing at the school via a Binax Now test.  This is a rapid test and obtained 

by an anterior nasal swab.  We may also send out an individual PCR test. 
 

 ○ Negative - A negative test result means that SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, 

was not detected in the sample. 
 

 7. How do I sign my child up to be tested? 

 Go to www.beacontesting.com 

 Use the organization code below that corresponds to your child’s school when registering. 
 

SMK WMS WJSHS 

TINCLL USINQW EANFLF (students under 18) 

CWYZPM (For students 18 and over) 
 

 8. If you have additional questions, or are having trouble signing up, please visit 

https://help.beacontesting.com/article/86-faq-for-parents-k-12-pooled-testing 
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